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StartingPoint is exactly what it sounds like – THE STARTING POINT.

If you are new to Bannockburn, interested in finding out more about us, or 
wanting to explore membership and ministry, then this is the place for you! 

S o u t h  A u s t i n  C a m p u s
7100 Brodie Lane Ӏ Austin, Texas 78745

D r i p p i n g  S p r i n g s  C a m p u s
264 American Way Ӏ Dripping Springs, Texas 78620

www.bbcfamily.info  |  512.892.2703



Welcome to Bannockburn Baptist Church!

We are excited and grateful about what God is doing in and through us. As 
He is leading you to consider joining the BBC family, our hope is that the 
StartingPoint process will help you be more informed and confirm God’s 
direction for you and your family.

The StartingPoint process provides:

• information on Bannockburn’s beliefs and practices,

• the opportunity to accept Christ, schedule baptism, enroll in Life Groups, 

• a clear overview to becoming a member, and

• more about what Bannockburn is doing and how to get involved.

This is an exciting time in the life of Bannockburn! 

God is using us to reach the world for Christ, starting right here in Central 
Texas. Our prayer is that you will become a passionate follower of Jesus Christ 
and use your spiritual gifts, talents, passions, and abilities to fulfill God’s plan 
for your life and His Church.

Thank you for choosing to attend StartingPoint. We look forward to getting to 
know you well and partnering with you. 
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O U R  H I S T O R Y

Since our start in May of 1973, Bannockburn has existed to share the truth 
of the gospel, demonstrating God’s love and communicating His written 
Word with every man, woman and child possible. Founded by Pastor 
James Abington and 136 others, Bannockburn’s Spirit-led mission and 
sound biblical teaching advanced a once small congregation located in 
the pastures of Brodie Lane to explode into the largest Baptist church in 
south Austin. As Austin has grown so, too, has Bannockburn. Hallmarks 
of our church include worship, prayer, discipleship, and missional 
service and these have flourished under each Senior Pastor’s leadership. 
Bannockburn’s desire to take the Gospel beyond south Austin led to our 
first multisite campus in Dripping Springs in 2012. Regardless of location, 
Bannockburn remains passionate to see others grow in their relationship 
with Jesus, each other, and their community.

Bannockburn called James W. Abington as 
our first pastor.  Brother Jim served as Senior 
Pastor for almost 30 years until April 29, 
2003, when God called him to his heavenly 
home. A prayer-bathed foundation, sound 
Biblical preaching, and a Spirit-led ministry 
characterized Brother Jim’s leadership.

On April 4, 2004, the Pastor Selection Team 
recommended calling Pastor Ryan Rush as 
the church’s second Senior Pastor.  The church 
voted to call Pastor Ryan as Senior Pastor, and 
he began serving the next day!  He served 
Bannockburn faithfully for 10 years until he was 
called to Kingsland Baptist Church in Katy, Texas.



W H A T  W E  B E L I E V E

Bannockburn Baptist Church supports the association and state convention affiliated 
with the Southern Baptist Convention. We ascribe to the statement of faith found in 

the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message (www.sbc.net/bfm2000/bfm2000.asp).

We believe the entire Bible is the inspired Word of God and 
men were moved by the Spirit of God to write the very words of 
Scripture. Therefore, we believe the Bible is without error.

We believe in one God who exists in three distinct persons: God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit; yet, there is only 
one God. 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the second member of the Trinity 
(the Son of God) who became flesh to reveal God to humanity 
and be the Savior of His world.

The Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son as God. He 
is present in the world to make humanity aware of their need for 
Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of 
salvation. He provides the Christian with power for transformation 
through understanding of spiritual truth and guidance in doing 
good. Every Christian should seek to live daily under the Spirit’s 
control.

We believe that all people were created in the image of God 
to have fellowship with Him, but became alienated in that 
relationship through sinful disobedience. As a result, people are 
incapable of regaining a right relationship with God through their 
own efforts.

We believe that the blood of Jesus Christ, shed on the cross, 
provides the sole basis for the forgiveness of sin. Therefore, God 
freely offers salvation to those who place their faith in the death 
and resurrection of Christ as sufficient payment for their sin.

We believe all Christians should live for Christ and not for 
themselves. By obedience to the Word of God and daily yielding 
to the Spirit of God, every believer should mature spiritually and 
be conformed to the image of Christ.

THE SCRIPTURES 

GOD 

CHRIST 

THE HOLY SPIRIT

HUMANITY 

SALVATION 

CHRISTIAN LIFE 



We believe the Church is the body of Christ, of which Jesus Christ 
is the head. The members of the Church are those who have 
trusted by faith the finished work of Christ. The purpose of the 
Church is to glorify God by loving Him and by making Him known 
to the lost world.

We believe Christ instituted the ordinances of the Church, which 
are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Baptism is immersion in water after individuals have trusted 
Christ as their Savior. It does not merit salvation, but is an 
outward symbol of our identification with Christ and His Body, 
the Church, following salvation.

The Lord’s Supper is a commemoration of Jesus’ death until 
He comes again; the elements being used as emblems of 
His body and blood. The Lord’s Supper is open to all self-
examined believers regardless of church affiliation.

CHURCH

ORDINANCES



O U R  M I S S I O N  ( W H A T  W E  D O )

We exist to lead people to become fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

O U R  V A L U E S  ( W H O  W E  A R E )

Jesus is center

Everyone matters

Authenticity is powerful

Transformation is possible 

Everyone is needed

Methods are flexible

Multiplication is vital 

We are about a relationship with Jesus, not a religion. (Colossians 1:17)

We believe everyone matters because everyone matters to God. (Genesis 1:27)

We are a place where it’s ok to not be ok. (1 Peter 1:22)

We believe anyone can change because all things are possible with God. (Romans 12:2)

We are contributors, not consumers. (Romans 12:4-5)

We share timeless truths of the Gospel in an ever changing culture. (1 Corinthians 9:19)

We gain by losing and grow through planting. (Acts 9:31)

REACH 

CONNECT 

EQUIP 

GO

Bring them in

Bind them together

Build them up

Send them out

“Come and experience”

“Believe and belong”

“Serve and grow”

“Go and multiply”

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”     

Matthew 28:18-20 



COMMUNITY - Unchurched people; occasional attenders

CROWD - Guests and routine attenders

CONGREGATION - Contributing members committed to a Life Group

COMMITTED - Mature, trained and serving in a ministry

CORE - Mature, trained and in leading ministry

COMMUNITY

CROWD

CONGREGATION

COMMITTED

CORE

COMMUNITY

CROWD

CONGREGATION

COMMITTED

CORE

- Be introduced to Bannockburn (BBC)

- Be invited to BBC

  

- Committed to attend BBC  

- Attend consistently

   

- Commitment to Christ 

- Commitment to baptism

- Commitment to the Church

- Commitment to a Life Group

- Develop close friendships at BBC 

- Develop spiritual disciplines

- Discover your spiritual gifts

- Commitment to serve     

     

- Complete ministry training courses

- Participate in short-term mission trips

- Participate in “Serve Days”

- Support the multiplication movement 

O U R  P R O C E S S  ( H O W  W E  D O  I T )



Bannockburn’s leadership model is Pastor-led. The Pastor is the spiritual leader of 
the church, ex-officio member of all ministry teams, and supervises directly or by 
delegation all church staff. 

Deacon-served. The Deacon’s role is to assist the pastoral staff in caring and serving 
the congregation through benevolence work, visitation of the sick, attention to 
spiritual needs, promoting unity and facilitating the spread of the Gospel. 

Ministry Teams. Functional teams consist of elected and appointed ministry teams 
as stated in our bylaws. These teams include the following: 

• Trustee Team

• Personnel Team

• Finance Team 

• Missions Team

• Education Team

• Facilities Team

• Nomination Team

• Church Clerk

The Congregation leads through voting at all regular quarterly and special called 
business meetings. 

For a copy of the BBC Constitution and Bylaws, visit our website: 
bbcfamily.info/beliefs

O U R  S T R U C T U R E



T H E  B A N N O C K B U R N  FA M I LY

Becoming a member of the Bannockburn family is a two-way partnership for 
intentional spiritual maturity.
 

WE’RE COMMITTED
• Spirit-filled worship services, encountering God through music, prayer, 

ordinances, and teaching of His Word.

• The opportunity to experience community through Life Groups.

• To be equipped through Biblically-based teaching and discipleship.

• Opportunities to multiply one’s ministry by using unique gifts and passions 
to impact others in our church, our community, and the world.

• Examples, experiences, environments, encouragement, and equipping 
that lead to becoming more like Christ.

YOU’RE COMMITTED
• Faithful attendance at worship services.

• Engaged in Life Groups.

• Owning your own spiritual growth by being intentional in your relationship 
with Christ. 

• For parents, taking primary responsibility of your children’s spiritual growth 
– Bannockburn will assist, equip, and supplement.

• Using your spiritual gifts and passions to actively serve within the body 
and our community.

• Investing generously through your tithe, time, talents, and prayers to 
further the vision.

• Preserving the unity of the Spirit by seeking others’ interests above your 
own, resolving conflict Biblically, and supporting the Church’s vision.

• Inviting others to join you.




